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Oct. 13: In a communique released to the press, Chilean Interior Minister Sergio Fernandez
reiterated that the government would not consider substantive changes to the nation's Constitution.
He warned the opposition that changes such as reducing Gen. Augusto Pinochet's term as president
by advancing the date of competitive elections, or any other "aspects" concerning the elections are
not negotiable. Under the existing constitution, Pinochet is to remain in power until March 1990,
when a competitively elected successor would take office. The election is scheduled for December
1989. Sixteen opposition parties who comprised the Command for the No to defeat Pinochet in
the Oct. 5 plebiscite, are seeking negotiations with military leaders to reform the constitution.
(See Chronicle, 10/11/88.) * The rightwing Independent Democratic Union (UDN) has publicly
described Pinochet's candidacy in future competitive elections as "impossible." UDN leaders
have reportedly requested that Pinochet actively participate in selecting his successor. Oct. 14: Air
Force commander, Gen. Fernando Matthei, told reporters that he is willing to negotiate with the
opposition. Since the plebiscite in which Chilean voters rejected Pinochet as president until 1998 ,
Matthei's comment was the first clear sign of flexibility regarding opposition demands among
the regime's top military leaders. Matthei said, "Yes, we [members of the junta] have discussed
the possibility. Personally, I would welcome some changes." He added that the junta would not
accept modifications in what he called the basic nature of the constitution, i.e., clauses protecting
private property and an economy based on private enterprise. The general spoke in English to a
small group of correspondents at a ceremony held for demonstration of a Mirage combat plane
model at an air force base located in southern Santiago. When asked if he was willing to accept
modifications in the constitutional amendment making procedure, Matthei said: "It would be easy
to accept such modifications which would make changes in some things easier, and more difficult to
accept changes in other areas, such as amendments related to private property and the economy."
The general refused to elaborate, saying that he would be giving the advantage to the opposition
in an eventual negotiation. Opposition parties have described existing procedures for introducing
constitutional amendments as extremely restrictive, and that their "liberalization" would be a
key point in negotiations with the government. An example of such restrictive mechanisms is the
requirement for approval by the military junta acting as the legislative power for any constitutional
reform. Constitutional amendments, say some opposition leaders, should instead be submitted
to referendum in a plebiscite. Matthei reiterated the government's acceptance of the plebiscite
results in which the opposition received 55% of the votes, and the government, 43%. "For us, it
is obligatory what the people have said. They said no. We said, very well, no." Matthei added,
"We in the armed forces cannot accept a military government for a long period period of time
or forever. That is bad for the country, and bad for the armed forces." Oct. 15: Chaquib Sufan,
general secretary of the United Confederation of Medium- and Small Enterprises (CONUPIA) said
that the government must accept Chile's "new reality" after the plebiscite, and heed demands by
the opposition. According to Sufan, the military government's refusal to engage in talks with the
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opposition will lead to economic instability. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 10/13/88, 10/15/88; AP,
10/14/88)

-- End --
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